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Leopard Catamarans IDENTITY

Large gathering areas aft platform, large aft cockpit , plus forward cockpit

Easy to sail with forgiving low aspect rig and overlapping genoa

Stepped hulls offer interior space without reducing performance

Signature swim and dinghy platforms on larger units

Over 1,300 boats delivered in all continents by water

Well protected helm w/ all controls going back to helm
Ample water capacity – Ample fuel capacity
Easy access to systems for quick turn around and easy maintenance

Attractive pricing, direct distribution, large volume (around 200 units/year)

High quality equipment, hardware and stainless steel
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ARE YOU READY 
TO SET SAIL?
Don’t tell me you’ve never thought about it: setting off cruising, far away
from work, taxes, neighbors, colleagues, bills, ever-more depressing news…
Setting off and making the most of life, quite simply, with those you love,
whether it be for a few days, a few weeks or a few years, aboard a catamaran
designed and prepared for the job.

Well, can we find a better-adapted boat for cruising than the catamaran?  All
you need to do is spend one night in a rolly anchorage on board a monohull
to set you dreaming of a comfortable catamaran at anchor…  And what better
than a tradewind transat? With the wind well aft, can you imagine better 
sailing than on a multihull?

And year after year, the incredible diversity of cruising catamarans offered by the builders is enough to demonstrate not only the dynamic nature
of a constantly evolving environment, but also the needs of the 21st century sailor to cruise more comfortable without preconceptions.

In this domain, Leopard Catamarans is one yard whose work is allowing so many to discover sailing on a catamaran.

In this special edition of Multihulls World, you’ll find all the tests conducted by the magazine’s journalists on the current range of Leopard 
Catamarans.

A great way to ensure you make the right choice.

Enjoy reading, and hope to see you in an anchorage somewhere?

JC Guillaumin
Editor - Multihulls World 
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CATS ARE
MORE FUN!
“The party is always on the catamaran”,
check the boats at the anchor! It does
make sense, more space, one level, gal-
ley up, no rolling, in other words more
comfortable and fun.  
A lot happened since I started working
with cruising catamarans in Annapolis
in the early 90’s.  Builders have come

and gone, brands have gone up and down, new comers have ente-
red the market, old ones disappeared, certainly the landscape has
changed a lot over the years, but today the sailing catamarans
niche has matured into a healthy growing segment of the boat 
industry.
In the mid-nineties, the management team of The Moorings esta-
blished a list of precise specifications for the “perfect catamaran”

for its fleet and talked to several existing catamarans builders. 
In 1996, at the time I joined the company, The Moorings ordered
ten Moorings 4500s (Leopard 45) from Robertson and Caine,
which was the start of a twenty year partnership, an anniversary
that was celebrated at the Miami Boat Show in February this
year, on Valentine ’s Day!
This partnership between TUI Marine and the yard established
Robertson and Caine as the second largest builder of catamarans
in the world, under the Moorings, Sunsail and Leopard brands.
We are now number one in North America, and worldwide leader
in the Power Catamaran segment. Innovation, performance, com-
fort, sea worthiness and value continue to drive the Leopards, sail
and power.
Multihulls World magazine has been a strategic partner for TUI
Marine over the years, particularly in Europe, because of the 
expertise of its team, and their perfect understanding of the cata-
maran product. We are glad to contribute to this special edition 
of Multihulls World Magazine.  I hope you will enjoy the well 
written reviews of our models. See you soon at a boat show or 
on the water!

Franck Bauguil 
Vice-President at TUI Marine



t's a sign of the times - the 40 foot sector is starting to see some enthusias-
tic reinvestment by the majority of the builders. They are now taking turns at
presenting their new models.  The Leopard 40 was first shown at Miami in
February 2015, and was then presented to European fans at the
International Multihull Show at La Grande Motte, France, in April.  We made
the most of a nice windy day for a test sail off the coast at Nice.

A 40 FOOTER WITH A LONG HISTORY

From 1988 through 1996, the Robertson and Caine yard built
some pretty big boats (60 to 72’) aimed at offshore racing
and fast cruising.  They were mostly monohulls, but there
were also a few 40’ catamarans.  This core activity was then
abandoned in favor of a complete catamaran range (38’, 42’,
45’ and 47’) designed by Simonis-Voogd and built largely for
the Moorings charter company.  In 2002 the new 40 was
designed by Gino Morelli and presented in Europe under the
name of the Moorings 4000.  It remained in production until
2005.  Next came the Leopard 38 (up to 2009) and the 39
(up to 2014), with the only difference being the design of the
bimini.

THE 2015 VERSION OF THE LEOPARD 40

The launch of this new 12 meter catamaran completes the
overhaul of the range, which today covers the 40’, 44’, 48’
and 52’ sizes for the sailboats, and the 43PC and 51PC for

the powercats.  They are all Simonis-Voogd designs.  When
we tested the 51PC (Multihulls World no.140), we saw a 
version whose interior had been completely restyled, brea-
king with the tradition of “classic cherry cabinetry” in which 
the South African yard had become a past master.  Today the
entire range has adopted this new design and at the same
time is moving towards enhancing forward access by opening
the front of the salon.

A LENGTHY INITIAL REFLECTION

The specifications for a 12 meter catamaran in a big produc-
tion run present many challenges.  The visitor must be struck
by an impression of space, yet the cabins need to exude  a
sense of coziness and intimacy!  Moving around on deck
(when under way as much as when at anchor) and around
the nacelle must be fluid and safe, whilst allowing everyone
to split their time between being in company or taking some
quiet time if required.  The latest European trend is to explore
the options available using the coachroof, avoiding the famous

The 40 demonstrates the new generation Leopard style, with characteristic 
coachroof and large portlights in the topsides.  
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LEOPARD 40’

Text: Philippe Echelle - Photos: Philippe Echelle / DR

A great 12 meter boat for family cruising



sliding door (Nautitech, Bali or the TS42), but Leopard has
chosen to make an opening forward!  But there also needs
to be an exterior eating area, the helm station, sail handling
console, not forgetting access to the water and the option to
stow a dinghy which can be easily used.  Finally, the hea-
droom must be generous, as must the passageways in the
hulls.  Bringing all these factors together is a real brain-tea-
ser for the designers, because it means fitting all this into
hydrodynamic volumes while conserving fine hulls, balance
and bridgedeck clearance!  The Leopard 40 is aimed at pri-
vate owners, but must also satisfy the exacting demands of
Moorings’ specifications.   This implies that they must be
functional and easy to use, with all the comforts expected by
the American public (generator, large water and fuel tanks,
sizeable fridge and freezer and general reliability to support
intensive use). 

PROFILE, ARCHITECTURE AND BUILD

The 40 picks up on the style code of the new generation
Leopards: fine entry bows, vertical topsides with large rec-
tangular portlights and a plunging coachroof which softens
the vertical appearance of the front.  An overhang shelters
the small forward cockpit.  The overall appearance is fairly
chunky, but the sleek sailplan provides good performance on
the water.  The huge volume inside the coachroof is well sup-
ported by the hydrodynamic characteristics of the whole
platform.  The forward third of the hulls is fairly stretched,

with increasing volume aft in the semi-circular sections sup-
porting the central roof to blend with the much larger volume
of the aft third.  The bilge frame starts just below the mid-
height of the bow and runs elegantly aft to finish up at the
sugar scoop, close to the waterline.  Its role as a stiffener
and deflector, adds to the interior volume due to the effect
of the step.  The innovative interior layout design means the
mast has moved aft (and there is then a support strut for this
below the coachroof) and there is no longer the forward bul-
khead.  To achieve this, the architects have placed two strong
stainless steel transverse beams in the bottom of the
nacelle.  These are substantially bolted into the bulkheads.
The effect of these is to block the composite structure in
terms of flexion and torsion and also to take the compres-
sion forces of the rig.  Like all the Leopards, the 40 is built
using wet process in poly-vinylester balsa sandwich. Used
as the core, specially formulated upright balsa wood offers
good mechanical and gluing properties.  The vinylester resin

With fine-entry bows and a sleek sail-
plan, the Leopard 40 performs well out
on the water 

The forward third of the hull is fairly nar-
row, increasing as it comes aft to the 
very load-bearing shape of the aft third,
allowing nice performance under sail.
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The coachroof offers excellent volume, and it is well supported by the
overall platform, whose hydrodynamic qualities are really on the ball.�

The Leopard 40 shows an overall balance which, thanks to the
fineness of the hulls and good bridgedeck clearance (78cm),
allows it to remain comfortable and perform well in a choppy
sea, even upwind.

�
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increases the watertightness and helps to prevent hydroly-
sis: it is used below the waterline as well as for the keels and
the rudder blades.  The sandwich section comes down
below the waterline and joins the monolithic base (25cm
wide) of the hull assembly.

A RENEWED INTERIOR DESIGN: A STEP FORWARD!

Franck Bauguil, the Vice-President of boat sales division of
the Tui Group (Leopard Catamarans, Moorings, Sunsail, etc.)
has been in contact with Leopard users for many years from
his office in Clearwater, Florida.  He analyses responses from
charterers and owners, so is in the best position to translate
people’s experiences into evolution of the products.  He has
been heavily involved in producing the specifications for the
L40.  Not content with just contributing to the forward access,

Franck, in conjunction with Alex Simonis and Maarten Voogd
as well as the Robertson & Caine design team, wanted to
bring back a feeling of space to the interior dining area which
had been moved aft in conjunction with the exterior dining
space.  The seating in a big L-shape around a large table occu-
pies the left hand side of the deck salon, opposite an angle
unit which houses the electric panel and the large-capacity
refrigerator drawers, which are proven to be super-efficient.
The technical cabinet, protected by a plexi-glass door, is
comprehensive, clear, easy to understand and uses quality
components.  A great achievement which I found really easy
to use.  The table is adjustable in height and can seat 6 to 8
people, but also transforms into a lounger for night watches
when under way.  Nice touch!  The L-shaped galley extends
forward, and has a good view.  With Corian worktops, a well-
suited gas hob, and built-in oven low down, the cook’s job is
quite safe in a choppy sea.  There are plenty of drawers
(including a special one for large utensils) and stowage, but I
have the same doubts as I did on the 51PC concerning the
durability of the hinges.  Where they have succeeded howe-
ver, are the hand rails, the table leg and the polished stain-
less fiddles on the shelves, which are solid and look good.
The chart table has been reduced to a desk, and this is good,
because it avoids being taken over by electronics.  Useful lit-
tle corner shelves with fiddles are fitted for stowing all the
gadgets that the modern seafaring geek cannot manage
without.  In the owner’s version, the port hull is isolated from
the rest of the boat by an effective sliding door (but there is
no system for holding it open).  The floor area is impressive
(20% more than on the 39, for a paltry 7 % increase in
weight, according to the builders).  The bunks are very com-

The L40 gives a feeling of space to the salon.  We really like the
height-adjustable table, and particularly the galley which is now
forward, offering a spectacular view over the anchorage...

� A successful layout in the nacelle. The practical L-shaped 
galley, very effective fridges, a functional and understandable
electric panel and a large dining area to seat 6 to 8 people
round a table which transforms into a bunk when under way.
The new style of light oak is a clean break with  the cherry
cabinetry of the previous generation

�

The depth of field of a
concept which opens forward

and removes the bulkhead aft

�

The helm station is good, and the amount of kit here doesn’t impinge 
on sail handling, thanks to the assistance of the electric winch. Taking in
a reef (with the continuous reefing lines) is easy, as is furling the genoa.
Visibility is good, and the feel of the helm is direct thanks to the mecha-
nical linkages.
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fortable, but the frame supports for the
plywood panels are not sufficient.  The
profusion of stowage areas will appeal
to crewmembers on board for long
periods.

GREAT ACCESS TO TECHNICAL 
EQUIPMENT

Bringing together all the water intakes
and all the seacock outlets (in compo-
site - neat!) and some of the filters
around the keel sumps as well as iden-
tifying with thermo-engraved mar-
kings, shows how seriously the yard
takes the ease  of understanding the
systems.  The same goes for the water
system located in a locker close to the
galley, which also houses the extingui-
sher.  The effort which has been made
to make the vessel easy to understand
and to charter, is backed up by an illus-
trated color user manual, available in
both paper and digital formats.

THE NEW CONTEMPORARY STYLE

First seen in 2014 on the 51PC, the
white oak effect gives a clean appea-
rance, and is easier to look after than
varnished cherry.  The headlinings are
cleverly secured by clips, and the qua-
lity of the natural and electric light (LED
spots and strip lights) is excellent.  The
adjustment tolerances of the floor-
boards could be reduced.

ENGINE COMPARTMENTS

I liked the set-up for the filters (water
and diesel) and the coolant tank, on a
laminated panel, as opposed to just
being screwed into the composite as is
so often the case.  Access around the
motors is ok for the smaller mechanic:
the Yanmars are fitted facing aft, with
the saildrive legs at the front, which
increases the distance of the turbu-

lence from the rudders.  The cables
from the helm are good, and the
(removable) machine-welded arms
link the rudder posts to the 5 meter
long cross-bar, whose flexing is taken
care of by spacers made of Ertalon.
However, a central roller might help
to reduce friction.  The fixings and
seals of the cover panels need to be
improved.

ON DECK

The ergonomics of the relaxation areas
have been carefully designed: the
boat/sea interface aft transforms the
geometry of the cockpit by giving clear
access to the large aft platform, which
is completely open to the anchorage
when the dinghy is in the water.  The
wide sugar scoops permit easy access
from the dinghy to the boat.  The little
forward area accessed by the door
from the salon could be transformed
into a sunbathing area with the addition
of a small improvised mattress. This
area is enclosed by big lockers which
house the fresh water tanks (fairly well
forward!), and the anchoring system is
well designed. There is also space for
the optional generator.

A LIVELY WINDY TEST

The Baie des Anges, off Nice, France,
is known among racing sailors for its
light airs.  However, each time we
come to try out a Leopard, we are met
with more serious conditions.  For the
seatrial of our 40, it was blowing 20 to
35 knots WNW.  While alongside the
dock we had got the gennaker ready.
This was quickly stowed in the forward
cockpit (not something it was designed
for, but very useful all the same!)
because a big spring Mistral was blo-
wing 45 knots offshore, and we
already had 20 knots by 9.30 in the
morning.  With full main and the genoa

unfurled, the Leopard boldly set off,
showing a lively pace.  First impres-
sions were good, the helm was light
and the cable steering linkage allowing
for a good feel from the rudders.  The
boat is well-balanced, and doesn’t 
shy away from pointing upwind.  
We weren’t trying to push it to the
minimum angle we could in this chop,
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Desk and XXL bathroom on board the Leopard 40

�

The port owner’s cabin would make you
question whether this catamaran really is
only 40 feet long

�

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

Naval architects: Alexander Simonis/Maarten Voogd
Builder: Robertson & Caine (South Africa)
Length: 11.99 m
Waterline length: 11.62 m
Beam: 6.72 m
Draft: 1.17 m
Weight: 10 530 kg
Bridgedeck clearance: 0.78 m
Air draft: 19.45 m
Mainsail area: 56.4 m2
Genoa: 39.5 m2
Gennaker: 94 m2
Motors: Yanmar 2x29 hp 
Transmission: saildrive forward of the motor
Propellers: three-blade fixed
Water: 780 l
Fuel: 360 l
Holding tank: 110 l
Main options:
Bruntons folding propellers
Blackout blinds salon
Electronics pack including autopilot
Electric pack (shower power / interior sockets)
Charger
4 x 70W solar panels
Spectra 63 l/h watermaker
Bowsprit and gennaker
Transport (USA or Europe)+ delivery
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� The large sliding door is not very high
� The bed bases need reinforcing
� The cupboard hinges are a bit lightweight
� The forward opening hatches in the salon are 
awkward to manipulate
� The aft lifelines are too low

Ventilation, storage and large portlights for a good exterior
view.  The aft cabins are comfortable and the headlinings cle-

verly secured with clips, making them removable

Cleverly designed bathrooms: well-equipped and with modern
functional faucets
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but we reached a good compro-
mise, close-hauled at 7.5 to 8
knots at 55-60° off the wind.
For the next hour and a half, the
NW wind continued to build,
kicking up the sea.  The 40 acce-
lerated well in the troughs, and
rode over the waves with agility.
The movement was lively, of
course, but the manoeuvres
were dampened and the slam-
ming wasn’t too serious: inside
the boat, life could continue as
normal.  The forward curved
face of the nacelle took the
occasional wave, but it wasn’t
brutal.  The fineness of the
bows, the bridgedeck clearance
and the cat’s overall balance allo-
wed it to perform well in these
testing conditions, upwind in a
big sea.  We quit putting reefs in
just before the arrival of some
big gusts of over 30 knots, follo-
wing our course on the same
heading under genoa alone.  We
started with full main (there are
two tackles and the sheets
come back to the helm using
the German sheet system), and
the tail is led to the electric
winch without any particular dif-
ficulty.  However, this should be
done carefully, paying particular
attention to the final sheeting-in.
The 40 set off at a lively pace, so
it was now time to reduce the
headsail.  The lead for the furler
is at the perfect angle for the
sail-handling winch: ease the
sheet out by hand, take in the
desired number of rolls, sheet in
again, and that’s it.  The Mistral
was getting ever stronger, and
becoming a bit too familiar with
35 knots: the two maneuvers
were effected just in time, as is
necessary during boat tests,
where we tend to push the
boats a little bit harder than
would the careful sailor who had
already anticipated the condi-

tions.  Even driven hard, the 40
showed great lateral stability,
never losing grip.  You Tacking in
a choppy sea is possible, with
the speed and the anti-leeway
design allowing  the boat to
pivot quickly, getting you
through the wind.  Downwind,
the boat maintained a good
speed (9-12 knots), and the feel
at the helm was fine in these
conditions, with good directio-
nal ability.  The halyards gave a
little (the clutches are large), so
perhaps Dyneema might be bet-
ter for the mainsail and the jib.
This session showed  the dyna-
mic qualities of the boat, its
consistency and ease of use.
Toward the end of the after-
noon, we made the most of a
calm spell to get the gennaker
up, and here the Leopard really
proved itself with a nice relaxing
run at 12 knots in 18 knots of
wind (as measured on my
Garmin Quatix watch).  Not bad
for a 12 meter cruising boat!

CONCLUSION

The Leopard 40 is lively and
easy to use, well canvassed, yet
tolerant in a chop, with a good
measure of safety.  We found
qualities which have evolved
from the 39, with the increased
interior volume.  Our test boat
was hull number two, so almost
a prototype, and it was there-
fore not surprising to note a few
imperfections in the finish,
which will be ironed out when in
full production.  This is a well-
built boat and will please the
user.  The 2 x 29 hp motors are
sufficient, but need to be hoo-
ked up to modern, folding pro-
pellers, which wasn’t the case
on our test boat, with its fixed
blade props.

Maintenance access is ok for someone not too big.  Note the filters 
and coolant reservoir mounted on a laminate panel rather 

than being screwed into the composite

Easily understood plumbing, with fresh water 
pressure pumps grouped together in a galley locker.
I liked the thermo-engraved labeling 

� Behavior on the water and technical clarity
� Surface area of the interior layout
� Very effective refrigerator drawers
� Courtesy light in the companionways and red night-light 
at the helm 



9

Forward access via the
nacelle will be welcomed by
crews.  The benefits of this

setup will be appreciated
most often  when coastal

cruising or at anchor.

All the sail-handling functions, hoisting,
sheeting and lowering, are grouped toge-
ther on a console at the helm station,
which is served by two winches, one of
which is electric.  An essential.

The strong point of the 2015 version 
of the 40 is its interior volume and
innovative layout. There is a  large
dining area and the galley is forward.

The slightly overlapping genoa is
in exactly the right place on the

40.  The sheeting angle cannot be
adjusted from the cockpit.

The frame is attached to
the bow at half-height, and

the hulls pass through 
the chop with ease.

Two purchases
for the sheet

run back to the
cockpit, replace

the track 
and mainsheet

car.

As well as its role as stiffener 
and deflector, the bilge step optimizes interior space

Neat idea: the steps to 
the coachroof and also the
safety handle opposite

Large lockers with surprising volume 
for housing the optional generator, 

the windlass, the anchor well and the
fresh water tanks (700 liters!  The

watermaker would make a smart
choice).  A mattress would transform

them into a sunbathing area.



AN INDUSTRIAL TOOL AND
SOUND MARKETING

In the article dedicated to
the test of the 39’ (Multihulls
World n° 117), we told you
about the impressive career
of the small-scale company
founded in 1991 by John
Robertson and Jerry Caine.
After having successfully
come through the potentially
insurrectionary period at the
end of Apartheid, the ‘rain-

bow nation’s’ economic and
social fabric avoided confron-
tation and bounced back to
figure today amongst the
most promising up-and-
coming countries. The South
African centre of the nauti-
cal industry includes many
multihull builders (Scape,
Dean, Admiral, African Cats,
Knysna, St Francis…); this
very dynamic segment is of
course, for the most part

With the Leopard 44', Robertson & Caine is pursuing the renewal of
its range, and maintaining innovative trends to accompany its deve-
lopment and the distribution of its models in the northern hemisphere,
by the charter giant, Sunsail-Moorings.   

Text: Philippe Echelle – Photos: DR and Philippe Echelle

LEOPARD 44'
opens the coachroof door

During our test, the strong weather conditions (more than 
25 knots) showed the boat to be safe and well-behaved. �

10

Looks which are not very consensual, but the forward
cockpit could well win a following! 

�
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building for export. Moorings’ choice of having its boats
built in Cape Town, then taking shares Robertson & Caine
was made under the impetus of Lex Raas (operations
manager, defector from Bénéteau), who was familiar with
the workings of a high-performance company set up. Lex
was also familiar with the specifications of the leader in
bareboat charter, as Beneteau was supplying them with
monohulls, and he thus adapted his products for this very
special customer. Together, these interactions allowed the
South African builder to compensate for its handicap of
remoteness, and rise to 3rd position in the world. Moorings
and Sunsail are now part of the German Tui group, (16.5 bil-
lion euro turnover), the world no.1 in tourism (voyage-
hotels-shipping)!

THE DEVELOPMENT OF A VIEW OF CATAMARANS; 
THE CHANGE OF ARCHITECTS

Alexander Simonis had been designing the Robertson &
Caine fleet for almost a decade. In association with
Maarten Voogd, he specialised in the design of custom
mega-monohulls, of 80 to 90’, which monopolized the
podiums of the classic southern hemisphere events
(Nicorette I and II, Les Folies…). Influenced by the French
school of cruising multihulls, and wanting to renew its
image, the Cape Town builder and its American partner
selected, in 2000, a designer who was in the spotlight in
the prestigious international arena of ‘no limits’: Gino
Morelli (associated with Pete Melvin on the Playstation pro-
ject, for Steve Fossett’s round-the-world trip).

SECOND WIND

The 40' (also called the Moorings 4000), designed by the
digital pencil of the Californian international office, and pre-
sented in 2004 at the Grand Pavois in La Rochelle, showed
the new direction. The Newport Beach duo was familiar
with de-centering strategies, and was used to working
from a distance with operators in far-away set-ups (China,
New Zealand, Mexico). After the 46’ and the 39’, the 44’
was tested in the charter bases during the 2011 season.

LOOKING FOR LOST SPACE

The Californian associates had already thrown a first peb-
ble into the water, by fitting a mastfoot cockpit to the
Gunboat platforms (initially built in South Africa!); here they
re-cycled a part of this idea, giving it different aims. At the
price of architectural constraints, which they overcame
(indentation in the structural front face); Gino and Pete
transformed the cruising catamaran’s ergonomics, by ope-
ning up the forward area. The expected benefits were
huge! They created a second cockpit, and air-conditioned
the boat in tropical anchorages. A hard top over this new
oceanic balcony opened up an unusual view point, per-
fectly suited to conviviality in the cruising areas aimed at.
During our sail (February 2012, in the Mediterranean), we
didn’t really take advantage of this nautical patio, but it is
easy to imagine its use during holiday wanderings. The
serious way the R & D department has tackled the ques-
tion of the strength of the perspex panels, and the closing
system for the communicating door, leaves no lingering
doubts about the concept’s reliability.   A cover is available

Une casquette hard top coiffe le cockpit avant, 
ce nouveau balcon océanique qui ouvre 

un point de vue insolite parfaitement adapté à la
convivialité dans les zones de navigations visées…
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Overhung by a generous sail plan, the 44’ asserts 
an original silhouette…

�

Both at sea and at anchor, the forward cockpit is
the place to be! �



for inopportune conditions, or over-
wintering; oversized drain scuppers
have been provided. Our test 44’ had
suffered the assaults of the sea during
its 8,000-mile delivery trip from Cape
Town to Nice, with no damage.

ACCOMMODATION FOLLOWING
CONTEMPORARY TRENDS

The private owner’s version made
available to us revealed a really appea-
ling style of furnishing, which left no
hint of its initial charter-management
vocation. Care has been taken with
the woodwork; the soft colours of the
species chosen contribute to the ove-
rall warm, functional atmosphere. The
numerous black Corian surfaces ratio-
nalise maintenance and encourage
good ageing in the heavily used areas;
they are also pleasing to the eye. The
chart table has disappeared, paper
charts can be used in the saloon,
although they have nowadays been
superseded by the laptop. The galley,
with double sinks, is equipped with a
Force 10 cooker/oven (superb stan-
dard equipment), and a two-drawer
stainless steel refrigerator with a large
capacity, which will allow the cook to
plan ahead! The starboard hull is up to
usual standards, with a big, easily-
accessible bed, a sofa and a desk. The
bathroom is voluminous, and ergono-
mically pertinent. The carefully
constructed interior mouldings look
very good and again rationalise main-
tenance. The laminated floors are
hard-wearing and of good quality.
Large openings in the floors give

access to a network of
labelled and easily
understandable sea-
cocks. The port hull
houses two nice
cabins with indepen-
dent shower-toilets.
The skylight cut-outs
are effective and ele-
gant (Catana initiated
this solution, which
was at first questio-
ned, then heartily
approved of, with the 471). The venti-
lation calls on a battery of hatches and
fans (optional), which will guarantee
remarkable overall comfort without
the assistance of air-conditioning.

CONSTRUCTION 
AND ARCHITECTURE

Robertson & Caine boats have the
reputation of being strong; the
construction process in a
balsa/glass/vinylester sandwich,
under vacuum, with contact lamina-
tion, is generously dimensioned. The
use of an end grain balsa core is per-
fectly justifiable (Lagoon also use it).
The builder insists on retaining the
sandwich below the waterline, except
in the reserved areas around the rud-
ders, the keels and the seacocks…
This will not give any particular pro-
blems when chocked ashore, just like
a lifting keel boat, but we would never-
theless like to see an epoxy treatment
offered. Overhung by a square-headed
mainsail, and standing firmly on its
two pretty, longitudinally-stepped

hulls, the Leopard 44’s silhouette
under sail is completely coherent. The
view from dead ahead however is less
favourable; the ‘glazed’ area becomes
prominent..

A LEOPARD IN A STRONG WIND

Boat tests in winter allow us to
escape congestion on the water and
often offer a dynamic playground well
suited to a more immediate discovery
of the candidate’s seakeeping quali-
ties. After close observation of the
weather conditions, we reached the
area we were aiming for after a good
hour under power, fighting against a
short, forbidding swell originating
from a strong north-north-easterly
gale blowing out at sea (the ‘vein’ of
wind was in the wind corridor bet-
ween Italy and Corsica, perfectly iden-
tified). Entering the ‘stadium’, 7.8
miles off Nice, we were all impatient
to discover the behaviour of the gene-
rous 44-footer and observe its reac-
tions in the steady 20, 22, then 25
knots of breeze. The sea was quite
heavy, streaked with white crests. The
copiously-canvassed catamaran made
light of it, at 8.5 knots over the ground
and 55° to the apparent wind.
Granted, this angle is more like a
close reach, but progress was fast
and the point of sailing rather comfor-
table considering the sea conditions;
this kind of VMG suits crews...and
boats on the open sea. The nacelle
passes well; the boat can be luffed on
demand. This kind of ease surprised
me, shedding doubts on my a priori
linked to the corpulence of the for-
ward side of the coachroof and a
potentially handicapping CX. Once
again, we know nothing about a boat
until we have tested it at sea! Next, in
a beam wind, the 44’ sped along on a
relief which was now rougher, without
showing any tendency to wallow to

Opening up the forward area transforms the traditional volumes of the deck saloon
and opens up a new nautical patio, whilst ‘air-conditioning’ the interior wonderfully… �

12

Well protected by the rigid bimini, the aft cockpit is
a model of its kind. �

TEST



leeward or roll, despite
admittedly being over-
canvassed. The
absence of traveller is
not a problem in itself;
it obliges the crew to
adjust each tackle,
which is an incentive to
choose a 3rd electric
winch. Using the 2nd
one (the one for the
reef pendants, also
optional) is possible; I
tried it and it worked well, but limits the
speed of reaction. If I had to choose, I
would give priority to the mainsail
equipment, even if it meant leaving the
pendants on a manual winch. Under
full mainsail in this kind of weather, the
Leopard 44 behaves reassuringly; the
mainsail must imperatively be opened
wide before bearing away, otherwise
the catamaran will refuse to accom-
pany the movement. The owner’s
manual recommends taking in the first
reef below 20 knots; it’s right! The deck
plan is pleasant to use; its ergonomics
grouped at the navstation imply the
use of assisted winches. Downwind,

the 44’ lengthens its
step, at 9, 10 and some-
times 12 knots; the
waves were not quite
high enough to get the
boat surfing. Hand stee-
ring is precise, and even
enjoyable, thanks to the
line and rod steering
system. The automatic
reefing (we reefed once,
just for the exercise) is
child’s play, but the buil-

der should modify the gooseneck’s
cross bolt, to avoid chafing the outer
sheath of the pendant

CONCLUSION

The 44' is not as lively as the 39’, to
which it is close in spirit (although pro-
portionally wider), but this hang-up free
platform’s seakeeping qualities are
good. It is an easy to use, strong, well-
equipped catamaran; it is not over-engi-
ned, and the 39hp option is essential.
Its size, its balance and its coherence
mean it is not limited to charter use.

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

Architect: Morelli-Melvin
Builder: Robertson and Caine (Afrique du sud)
Length: 12.98m
Beam: 7.25m
Draft, half-laden: 1.27m
Bridgedeck height, half-laden: 0.71m
Unladen displacement:  12.6 t
Mainsail area: 76 m2
Roller jib: 47 m2
Asymmetric spinnaker:130 m2
Engines: 2x30cv/2x39 en option
Transmission: Saildrives
Propellers: Tripales fixes Bruntons ou repliables
Water capacity: 780 l
Diesel: 700 l
Main options: 
39hp engines with folding propellers  
Raymarine electronics pack, with autopilot
Essential electrical pack ( 110 or 220 v)
Victron 100A charger-inverter
Two 70-watt solar panels on the bimini  
watermaker Spectra Newport 400  
Bowsprit/Code 0/furler 
Extra for square-headed mainsail 
Delivery to Cape Town and export 
Delivery all the world
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A functional, pleasant steering position, equipped with 
remarkable rope tidies � �

The finishing is high quality, and the particularly
comprehensive galley will delight the cook. � In the hulls, we find nice cabins and a tastefully

fitted-out owner’s hull…�

The interior atmosphere is appealing, with an uninterrupted
view over the lagoon... 

THE OWNER’S
MANUAL RECOM-
MENDS TAKING IN

THE FIRST REEF
BELOW 20 KNOTS;

IT’S RIGHT!



LEOPARD 48’
An innovative
and balanced
ocean cruising
catamaran

1

The Leopard 48, voted Multihull of the
Year 2013 by Cruising World magazine,
has been particularly long-awaited by
lovers of this type of cruising catama-
ran, whether demanding private owners
or future charter customers waiting for
new experiences. Here is our test of this
original catamaran...

Text: Philippe Echelle–Photos: Philippe Echelle and DR
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TEST

The Leopard is a distinctive catamaran,
in the right sense of the term...

�

�

A clever design - the forward
cockpit is well integrated into
the overall lines



RETURN TO IMAGES

The Woodstock boatyard near Cape
Town, was founded by John
Robertson, over thirty years ago. Jerry
Caine joined him as an associate in
1991. From 1995 onwards, close links
were developed with Moorings, with
a view to supplying the budding bare-
boat charter market; the fusion with
Sunsail and the integration into the Tui
international group propelled
Moorings-Sunsail to the rank of world
giant in the sector. Their logistical
expertise and knowledge of the clien-
tele (mainly American in the
Caribbean area at first) oriented the
design of the Leopards (Moorings’
main multihull supplier) towards a
rationalisation of the functionalities
and increased internal equipment
(cold storage, air conditioning, electri-
cal independence).  The choice of
accessibility for the old platforms
(very low bridgedecks!) however
penalised their perception in the
European opinion. The globalization of
the bases and the enlargement of the
multi-loving public, led the decision
makers at the 3rd biggest catamaran
builder (with Lagoon and Fountaine
Pajot) to have a rethink and call on the
American architects, Gino Morelli and
Pete Melvin, designers of the famous
PlayStation (Steve Fossett’s unlucky
giant in The Race). A new generation
of catamarans, narrower, lively,
consensual and high above the water
saw the light of day and frequented
the boat shows from 2005 onwards

(Leopard 39, 40, 44, 46…). The results
came quickly and more and more pri-
vate owners allowed themselves to
be tempted by these robust boats
with a coherent specification.

2012 : SIMONIS AND VOOGT 
ARE BACK !

The 39’ is a lively, balanced and rather
fast catamaran. The 44, by risking the
forward cockpit, seemed less dyna-
mic. The arrival of the 48’ seemed to
want to be a synthesis of the qualities
of the two models, and marked the
return of the historic designers:
Alexander Simonis and Marteen
Voogt. This international office, today
based in Holland, still has its office in
the southern hemisphere, in Cape
Town, which brings the points of view
closer. The Simonis-Voogt designs are
rather oriented towards racing or fast
cruising monohull yachts (90’
Nicorette I and II, 85’ Les Folies…),
but the office has integrated the seg-
ment’s own developments, to offer a

mature and relevant 48-footer.

THE LEOPARD 48’: BETWEEN 
AUDACITY AND BALANCE

By adapting the forward cockpit from
the 44’ onto the 48’, Moorings and
Robertson & Caine assert their com-
mercial confidence in this accessory,
which is now displayed as a mark of
identity. Introduced by Daniel Tortarolo
on Sud Composite’s Grand Sud 45,
the idea was reinterpreted by the
Morelli/Melvin office when creating
the Gunboats. Their aims were diffe-
rent, of course: a ma-noeuvring area
inspired by racing for the Gunboats, or
a relaxation area with no direct link to
the rest of the boat for the others.
Lagoon also seized on this arrange-
ment on the 440, the 560 and the 52’,
but only the Leopards broke comple-
tely free from the prejudices and des-
igned a genuine second cockpit for-
ward, with completely free access!
As for the rest, the 48’s definition is
quite classical, and intelligently ack-

THE LARGE FORWARD COCKPIT IS A DEVICE WHICH
IS NOT EASY TO INTEGRATE INTO A CATAMARAN’S

SILHOUETTE; SIMONIS AND VOOGT 
HAVE HOWEVER SUCCEEDED!

4

2
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The Leopard 48 is a boat which dreams
of wide open spaces and sunshine.
It’s up to you to take it there!

�
The quite slim hulls allow the boat to sail well to windward.

�



nowledges the current trends (ergo-
nomic navigation station, relatively
slim, stepped hulls, modern coachroof
design, generous sail area, careful
interior decoration and finishing).

A QUALITY CREATION BY
A DEVELOPING INDUSTRIAL TOOL

The Woodstock factory has grown,
and now covers four and a half hec-
tares! It employs 600 members of
staff and tradesmen, who produce
around three boats per week. The
range, exclusively dedicated to cata-
marans, includes 4 sailing models
(39', 44', 48', 58')  and 2 Power Cats,
the 39’ and the 51’. The user require-

ments of the main customer
(Moorings/Sunsail), combi-
ned with the builder’s histo-
ric experience, orientate the
choices towards strong
construction and reinforced
technical fittings, to guaran-
tee reliability in intensive use
conditions, whilst reducing
the maintenance and repair
interventions. The sandwich
under vacuum uses multidi-
rectional E glass cloths,
contact laminated on a high
density balsa core. Isophtalic
resins and gelcoat prevent
the appearance of hydrolysis,
but the builder doesn’t go as
far as applying an epoxy bar-
rier below the waterline. The
stub keels are completely fil-
led with closed cell polyure-

thane foam. The 48’, just like
all the Robertson & Caine
boats, is doubly certified, EC
and IMCI: the construction
satisfies all the current ISO
standards

A CONFIDENT SILHOUETTE AND
UP-TO-DATE ACCOMODATION!

The forward cockpit is a device which
is not easy to integrate into a catama-
ran’s silhouette; Simonis and Voogt
have however succeeded! The skilful
design of the lateral Perspex panels
attracts the eye to this dynamic ele-
ment, the plunging coachroof support
and the coachroof extension atte-
nuate the impact of the vertical front
bulkhead. Unless seen from directly
ahead, the eye retains the perception
of a wedge-shaped coachroof; a nice
example of design! We must now
tackle the question everyone is
asking! Does this original arrange-
ment raise safety issues? Let’s note
first of all that it is quite far aft, and
that modern hydrodynamics and
weight centring allow the boat to ride

over the waves delicately
rather than force its way
through. The in-house delivery
skippers who every year cover
several hundred thousand
miles (average delivery dis-
tance: 6 – 7,000 miles) say they
never see green seas fill the
cockpit. It’s to the credit of the
boat’s behaviour, but let’s ima-
gine that it did happen...
Robertson & Caine and the
architects, probably pursued by
vigilant standards and their

sense of responsibility, seem to have
understood the full extent of the
issue! During an attentive visit, I was
struck by the robustness of the scant-
lings and the watertight barriers, and
the drain scuppers seem capable of

FROM THE START, ON
A CLOSE REACH,

THE 48’ PROVED TO BE
STOUT-HEARTED,

GENEROUSLY CAN-
VASSED AND WELL-

BALANCED.

16

TEST

�

�
�

�

Comfortable, spacious and well protected by the
rigid bimini, the aft cockpit nevertheless remains
the area where everyone likes to meet up.

The deck plan, organised around a navstation which
gives pride of place to the electric winch.

The famous forward cockpit: more than a mar-
keting ploy, a real plus in terms of pleasure

In Nice harbour, our 48 awaits us patiently, before setting off for the dyna-
mic test.



emptying the cockpit quickly if neces-
sary.
Having arrived alone at the end of the
afternoon, for a first night aboard, I was
first of all positively surprised by the
‘boat’s welcome’. I didn’t need to grope
around looking for the technical equip-
ment. The electrical switch panel, the
switches, the pump operation, the WC
were all to hand with good readability.
After a scorching hot day, the ventilation
quickly cooled the 48’; from this point of
view, the front door is a decisive factor!
Completely renewing the areas, this
nacelle, open on two sides, with its well-
designed traditional aft cockpit (excellent
exterior soft furnishings, clever ergono-
mics, with sunbathing areas, a relaxing
chaise longue, table for 8 people...) and
its nautical patio forward, transforms life
aboard. The panoramic ‘picture windows’
bring the marine scenery inside, without
generating a greenhouse effect. The
atmosphere gains from this convivial

arrangement, which reinforces the boat’s
vocation as a versatile water sports plat-
form at anchor, and encourages leisurely
cruising in the lagoons. If you want pri-
vacy and safety, the watertight door and
its 3 levels of closure, as well as the
venetian blinds, allow a rapid and effec-
tive reaction. The galley has been dealt
with carefully; the Force 10 cooker/oven,
almost of professional standards, the
drawer type fridges, the double sink, the
generous Corian working surfaces, all
meet the expectations of a demanding
sailor, the hostess or the crew member
who loves his food. I must admit that I
immediately appreciated this interior
organization. The quality of the finishing
is high, the choice of cherry wood for the
classic facings is superb, the harmonious
marriage with the contemporary mate-
rials is successful, and avoids the osten-
tation of an all-wood interior – this
balance is at the origin of the warm style
of the 48’; the woodwork is remarkable.
Sleeping comfort (access, environment,
peripheral ergonomics, privacy) is excel-
lent; the attractiveness of the bathrooms
in the private owner’s version, tested
and validated, deserves a special men-
tion

HANDLING AND PERFORMANCE

On arriving aboard, the day before our
test, convinced that the 48’ had arrived
in France on a cargo ship (like the pre-
vious model!), my examination was car-
ried out using this conviction as a crite-
rion, without discovering any proof to the
contrary! It was only the next day, when
clarifying this question, that the importer
confirmed the delivery trip had been by
sea – 7,000 miles! I confess to being
blown away by this revelation, that
nothing aboard confirmed, not even the
inspection of the engine lockers, which
are perfectly eloquent in this respect...
We were lucky, in summer, in the Baie
des Anges (Nice) there was some wind:

DELIVERY SKIPPER’S REPORT

I have not sailed a cat like this before which so effor-
tlessly picks up very light air and turns it into solid boat
speed. At 8kts of true wind coming in off the beam

we would make 6 kts of boat speed, just beautiful! And the boat behaves
very well in bigger conditions too, like you normally find the first few days out
of Cape Town, it sails like a big boat, it just ploughs through the waves, and
without loosing speed and without the familiar slamming of boats with lower
bridge decks, it is a really well balanced boat. If I had a little more money I
would buy one myself!

Kenneth Hoiem, delivery skipper for Mana Mana, our test boat
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� The forward cockpit is accessible from
the interior – the saloon ventilation is
taken care of in a tropical atmosphere

� The galley is carefully designed and will
meet the expectations of the most
demanding sailors

� The accommodation in the private owner’s
version is not really new, but proves to be
particularly comfortable and practical

� The cabins are very pleasant, with good
ventilation, essential in the tropics.�

The bathroom in the owner's hull is
perfect – pleasant, well-ventilated 
and easy to live with.



a

steady 15 – 17 knots from the south, with a choppy sea but
no swell. From the start, on a close reach, the 48’ proved to
be stout-hearted, generously canvassed and well-balanced.
At 50° to the apparent wind, we were doing almost as well
as the theoretical polar, around 8.5 knots, and the boat pas-
sed pleasantly through the waves.  Ignoring its quite heavy
frontal aerodynamics, this Leopard benefits from the work
carried out on its nice stepped hulls. These quite slim hulls
made headway smoothly in this 80 cm – 1m chop, and sai-
led to windward without making a fuss. By bearing away a
little, around 80° to the apparent wind, the 48’ took off and
hovered at around 9 knots, which is remarkable and frankly
a nice surprise. The 48’s balance and agility were really
superior to those of the 44’ in these conditions. Under spin-
naker, the catamaran will sail deep downwind and main-
tains a steady speed, accelerating in the gusts. As is the
current trend, the navstation proved practical, readable and

The electrical switch panel, the switches,
the pump operation, the WC...all to hand
with good readability. 

The engine lockers are immaculate, yet the boat has
come from South Africa by sea.
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Architects: Alexander Simonis and Marteen Voogt.
Builder Robertson/Caine (Cape Town, South Africa)
Length: 14.75 m
Beam: 7.64 m 
Draft: 1.34 m
Unladen weight: 14.46 t, half-laden:  17.28 t 
Bridgedeck height: 0.91 m
Mast height above the water: 22.60 m
Mainsail area: 90 m2
Genoa area: 53 m2
Gennaker area: 150 m2
Engines: 2 x 39 hp or 2 x 54 hp
Fuel: 700 l
Water: 780 l
Black water tank: 170 l
Price: 429,000 euros exc. VAT
Main options :
54 hp engines + folding Brunton propellers
Raymarine electronics pack
Battery charger
Lewmar 54 electric primary winch
4 solar panels on the bimini
60 l/h Spectra watermaker
Bowsprit + Code 0 + square-headed mainsail
Commissioning
Safety equipment
Delivery to Nice (France), Fort Lauderdale (USA)

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

� The curtains in the cabins don't guarantee     
total blackness

� The laminated floors rest on varnished
wooden supports (ageing?)

� Contact between the martingale and the
aluminium struts on the forward crossbeam 
(electrolysis?)

� Dynamic, balanced catamaran
� Good finishing and interior design
� Strong, reliable boat

�
�

easy to use. The steering wheel is linked to the rod connec-
ting the rudders by cables; the steering precision is appre-
ciable and the directional effect of the rudders is sensitive.
The electric primary winch is the essential companion to
this grouped manoeuvring architecture, which, despite its
advantages, is biomechanically less suited to manual use.
The Quantum South Africa sails are of a generous specifi-
cation and well cut; the Sparcraft (South Africa) mast, with
a 6° rake, is elegant and nicely finished. Manoeuvring under
power with the 54 hp engines is a model of smoothness
and motor power. I emphasize the balance when pivoting
and the ease of use; our test 48’ was equipped with fixed
propellers (left free to turn)! The dynamic feel under way is
therefore to its credit, taking into account the drag induced
by these appendages! Folding versions are essential; they
will also offer the same manoeuvrability and better perfor-
mance under sail.

CONCLUSION

I discovered a distinctive catamaran in the good sense of
the term; the cockpit arrangement is not a marketing ploy,
but a very good idea for this type of programme. The
serious construction is reassuring; the equipment and fini-
shing make life aboard pleasant. Its performance is satis-
factory, in the upper half of the segment, and it is very plea-
sant to helm.



There are no davits; an
articulated gantry takes
their place.  The system
is strong and reliable,
and avoids putting a
strain on the aft side of
the crossbeam.

The mainsail area (90 m²) and the square head
offer extra power in light weather, but the boat
remains tolerant in moderate winds under full sail.

Does the 6° mast rake play a role in the
Leopard 48’s dynamic qualities? It’s a fact that

the catamaran tacks perfectly under just the
main, gybes well and displays a real dynamic

balance.

The emblematic forward cockpit is plea-
sant to use and does not prejudice either

performance or safety. 

The hulls’ hydrodynamics are good, the
‘step’ increases the internal volume without
increasing the wetted surface area, the
bows are quite slim and the aft sections
don't provoke suction.

The bridgedeck height is
comparable to European

models: 90 cm.

The navstation seems to be establishing
itself on this generation of catamarans,
the grouping of the control lines is appre-
ciated by both helmsman and crew, and
works very well on the Leopard 48.

Adjusting the mainsheet
tension using two
tackles as opposed to a
track is not a problem
for this type of boat. A
strong pad eye aft of the
cap shroud chainplate
allows the leech to be
tightened downwind!
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Within the family of
luxury catamarans
there is fierce 
competition between
the world’s leading
manufacturers.  
The possible layouts
of these 16-18 meter
boats makes them
extremely adaptable,
so capable of sedu-
cing wealthy owners
as well as charter
operators and even 
a few defectors from
the motorboat world.
The 58, exhibited at
the Annapolis Boat
Show, is still not
widely seen in Europe.
So we went to Florida 
to try it out.

Text: Philippe Echelle
Photos by the author and DR

The advent of reliable electric
winches and furlers, combined
with incredible advances in equip-

ment (clutches, blocks, deck organizers)
and high resistance materials, have hel-
ped further the development of XXL
sized cruising catamarans.  Certain
yards play the high speed card, and
employ sophisticated building tech-
niques to combine a good level of 
comfort and equipment, with high 
performance.  The Outremer 5X, the
Gunboats, the Sig 60, the Alibi all
occupy this niche, Catana sits between
the two, with its fast limousines (59’
and 70’), but it’s the multi yachts where
there’s been the most progress.
Sunreef has championed the personali-
zed interior, Lagoon that of conviviality
and reinvented spaces, brilliantly
Fountaine Pajot is up there, but in this

sector with the Sanya and the Victoria,
Privilege is renewing its series 6 and 7
known for the quality of their finish;
numerous other prototypes and creative
projects are trying to establish them-
selves in this coveted demanding niche.

A FLAG SHIP IN KEEPING 
WITH THE TIMES

The Leopard 62 is the largest multihull
built by the Cape Town yard, its stret-
ched design was seductive, but its
concept, like its size is oriented towards
crewed charter.  The 58 has a more
multi-purpose aim, offering a range of
features which lend themselves either
to high end charter or to family use, with
or without crew.

A modern profile equipped with a sailplan which is easy
to use and an XXL flybridge.

Leopard
58'

The space 
SHIP

TEST
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A MASSIVE PROFILE WELL RECEIVED

Leopard and their naval architects, Alexander
Simonis and Marteen Voogt, have perfectly
integrated contemporary catamaran develop-
ment even to the point of becoming promo-
ters of daring innovations. An example being
that the forward cockpit is accessible from
the deck salon.  The exterior design of the 58
skillfully marries current aesthetics.  The ver-
tical topsides blend elegantly with the step
just above the waterline, the cleverly worked
plexiglass portlights are implanted into the
recesses (or more correctly flush-fitted), and
the style of the coachroof is contemporary.
The eyes are drawn to the dynamic shape of
the large tinted side panels, this effect
increases the perception of a fairly large fly-
bridge and bimini.  The sunshade in the for-
ward cockpit integrates well into the lines
and reduces (except from head-on) the
abrupt appearance of the front view.   The
lines of the bows and the steps are skillfully
drawn.

A FAIRLY ADAPTABLE LAYOUT

The section taken from the specifications
looks like a challenge!  The 58 can be com-
missioned in a “private yacht” version with
two immense suites accommodated in the
hulls for a short-handed crew of self sufficient
pleasure-seekers totally masters of their own
boat, or, at the other end of the scale, the 6
cabin charter version, a real challenge!  The
show-stopper in the latter version: the two
cabins situated in the deck salon enjoy an
exceptional position overlooking the forward
cockpit, giving an exclusive view from a sai-
lor’s point of view!  I’ll wager that this assault
on traditional catamaran living spaces will set
a precedent and be copied (and not just in the
big boats!).  It would be daring to conceive a
structure such as this.  The variable internal
layout of the 58 is not limited to these two
versions, as practically everything in between
or a combination is possible.  This ability to be
adapted to diverse requirements of infinite

programs, private, crewed charter or bare-
boat,  must be the 58’s trademark, and
demonstrates opportunities which Leopard
had missed out on with the lovely but over-
done 62.

A DÉCOR REVOLUTION ON BOARD THE 58

Feelings run high in Cape Town.  Beyond an
open approach to layout, Leopard is totally
restyling its signature by offering as standard
a European-style interior characterized by
light colored or white laminates.  The maste-
ring of cherry versions has become a com-
pany specialty and has been adorning
Leopards since the 46, but the new conces-
sions to interior design are just as seductive
and offer the opportunity to stick to the des-
ign styles adopted by other builders.

A PANORAMIC DECK SALON
IN EVERY VERSION

Next, a look inside our test boat (a 4 cabin
version finished in cherry). The 58 made avai-
lable to us really demonstrates the formida-
ble space of the salon, and the seductive
feature of access forward.  Another strong
point in this formula is that the traditional
multi-purpose table has been replaced by a
proper dining room with a raised position
right opposite the superb galley (a total suc-
cess as much from an ergonomic point of
view as an equipment one!)  This setup, just
inside the sliding door, is very effective, as it
cleanly separates the eating area from the
relaxation area.  The forward salon, oriented
facing ahead, encourages contemplation,
reading, idleness, or watching the home
cinema, since the 46 inch flat-screen TV is
situated in the center of this seductive
“club” space.  The chart table desk is oppo-
site to port (with optional steering joystick
and engine control repeaters).  On the six
cabin version this arrangement is quite 
different, since the two “balcony suites” are
situated here.  I did visit one of these ver-
sions just to appreciate the creative bravery.

3 OPEN SPACES OUTSIDE!

Cruising catamarans are getting bigger on
the inside, competing with the imagination
to creative interactive living spaces which
transform even multihull usage, offering
seclusion even with numerous people on
board.  On board the 58, the traditional aft
cockpit has become an open space balcony
which can be used as desired.  There are no
integrated structures (benches, sun loungers

1 - The Miami skyline, a glimpse of the amazing viewpoint from the 58’s forward cabins.
2 - A 123 m² mainsail for power, a self-tacking solent for ease of maneuvering, the 58 is a sensible catamaran.
3 - The design of the portlights (coachroof panels, vertical and horizontal plexiglass) has been given special attention on the 58.
4 - The key strength of the 58, the forward cockpit opens up the perspective of the boat.
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or seats).  So the space is left
to the owner to create a per-
sonalized ambiance with
contemporary furniture (bam-
boo, rattan or otherwise for
chairs and folding tables).  The
flybridge (which is also the
helm station) is covered by a
hardtop bimini, and appears
like a sailors’ lounge bar for a
dozen or so guests, enhanced
with an outdoor galley, with
hob, sink and fridge.  On the
lower level, forward of the
deck salon, the little forward
“terrace” offers the possibi-
lity of reverting to traditional
use, or as a private patio for
the charter version or 3 cabin
owner’s version.  Already
seen and widely tested at sea
on the 44 and 48, the initial
concerns over this concept
have been alleviated, and this
idea will likely set a prece-
dent.

CABINS: CLASSIC LAYOUT, 
PRIVATE SUITES OR A ROOM

WITH A VIEW?

Our test boat was a nice 4
cabin version, but without
doubt it’s the owner’s version
(2 suites + a double/single
crew berth or children’s cabin)
and even more so the combi-
nation with one or two for-
ward cabins where the 58 will
be the most daring.  The finish
in cherry is done to order, but
it’s the new light white oak
laminate which is the stan-
dard option.  There are of
course options on the finish
for the two forward crew
cabins.

TECHNOLOGY ON BOARD

IT’s impossible to cover every-
thing in this chapter, so let’s
take a brief look at the princi-
pal systems.  The hydraulic
steering and its ancillaries are
nicely accessible, located in a
light and tidy compartment.
The rudder bearings are by JP3
(a French specialist in this type
of equipment); there is no
intermediate support, but the
diameter of the special stain-
less rudder stock (also by JP3)
at 59mm is calculated to limit
any flexing.  The Lecomble and
Schmidt drive units are directly
connected to the rudder
stocks by a treated machine-
welded spacer (which allows
this essential piece of equip-
ment to be removed and repla-
ced easily).  Mechanical
access is good, you go down a
solid and stable stainless lad-
der into the engine rooms and
there is space around the dri-
vetrain.  This convenient provi-
sion owes much to the com-
pact V-drive transmission (the
output shaft from the motor
comes out of the front of the
engine, and a mechanical gear-
box turning this through
almost 180° transmits the
power to the propshaft).  This
type of transmission is less
common than the eternal sail-
drive, even though it is much
more reliable (the delicate
mechanical parts are on the
inside!), but a little more noisy
and more expensive.  The two
raw-water and fuel prefilters
are perfectly visible from on
deck (with the hatch open), as

THE VIEW OF ALEX SIMONIS
FOR THE SIMONIS-VOOGT
DESIGN OFFICE

The Leopard 58 posed a unique
set of challenges. The design had
to be able to accommodate a
large number of interior options
varying from a 6 to 3 cabin layouts.
In the latter option (owners version) we were left
with very little in place in terms of bulkheads in
the bridgedeck area to accommodate the
structural requirements. 

To enable the interior designers to have their
complete "Open Plan" salon and galley area,
with near 360 degrees panoramic views, the
necessary structural strength had to be fully built
below the cabin sole and above the ceiling in
the bridgedeck area. This was achieved
through making use of a "spaceframe" to take
all the rigging loads. 

This frame transfers all forces from the center
directly to the sides where there is sufficient
strength in the glass structure of the hull/deck
and bulkheads. The frame has been enginee-
red carefully using advanced FEA (Finite
Element Analyses) modelling to optimize loads
versus weight, resulting in a tapered frame
made out of a high tensile steel called 3CR12
giving us the desired result of a stiff and safe
structure combined with a beautiful open plan
interior.

5- The helm station is positioned forward on the flybridge, freeing up space for an amazing lounge bar, with fitted galley capable of hosting 12
people.
6 - The navigation station is opposite the salon in this version, well done on the choice of club chairs.
7 - The salon opposite the step on the 4 cabin version or 3 cabin owner’s version is a success, it totally seperates the relaxation area from the
eating area.
8 - On the charter version, forward of the table, the front cabins enjoy an exceptional marine viewpoint.

TEST
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9 - In the 4 cabin cherry version tested, the fusion between the dining
area and the galley is perfect, the relaxing salon forward enhances this
effect.
10 - The galley on the 58: one of the most imaginative on the market,
but also one of the nicest.
11 - The new white laminate style is very effective in this owner’s cabin.

Looking at the polar diagram supplied by the designers shows that the boat
comes alive in 6 knots of true wind, but that it’s only from 12 knots with the
Code 0 flying that 8 knots of boat speed in achieved.  In 14 knots of true wind,
the log shows 8.7kts and the 58 can bear away in a dynamic fashion, keeping a
good speed of 8.3 knots.  It’s in the mid-range (16 knots) under the asymmetric
that 9 knots is reached; the 10 knot mark is passed in 20 knots true, and even
12.5 kts with the wind on the beam (11 knots with the asymmetric at 150° off
the wind).  The polar diagram is consistent with what we felt out on the water,
and it would be justified to assume an ocean crossing with average daily runs
of 180nm in a good breeze, which corresponds perfectly with the “great family
comfort” definition given to the boat.
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well as the coolant expansion
tank, on the same panel.  Two
large extinguishers take charge
in the event of fire.  The aircon
power unit is to starboard, with
the port hull housing the gene-
rator.  There is no insulation
inside the hulls, nor in the aft
compartment, yet this is a
source of noise which would
be easy to deal with (like the
stern anchor, another noisy
locker!)  The aluminum fuel
tanks are entirely visible, and
are well installed below the
floors in the hulls.  The joints
and valves are clearly marked -
well done!  The two banks of
three batteries at 180A (4 in
series) are firmly seated in their
housings, and chocked by
stainless bars secured by a
threaded rod.  Their chosen
location (below the floor at the
entrance to the salon is pru-
dent, and offers quick access to
the terminals without having to
dismantle anything).  The elec-
tric distribution board to port as
you come in is clear (despite
the multiplicity of functions)
and groups together on one
understandable panel the regu-
lators for the solar panels and
the generator, the 110/220V
supply as well as the domestic
breakers.

SEA TRIAL

The small marina dug out of
the mangroves at the entrance
to Fort Lauderdale is charming,
if a little cramped;  so having a
thruster makes maneuvering
this large catamaran safer, and

this option is recommended if
such usage is likely.   Departing
through the waterway takes
half an hour before going
through the channel out into
the open sea, and this allows
us time to master the deck
layout.  On this owner’s ver-
sion, the three Lewmar 65s are
electric, easy to understand,
making things simple when
short-handed.  The sheet for
the self-tacking solent and that
for the main are led back to
lateral clutches on the fly-
bridge.  The halyards and ree-
fing lines are brought together
at the center.  Handling is easy,
and the adjustment power is
adequate.  With the foot of the
mast not being at the same
level as the flybridge, 2 power-
ful organizers handle the
angles required to get the lines
back to the helm position.  It
would maybe be an idea to
have a sacrificial stainless strip
on the edging to avoid the gel-
coat being chafed by the
halyards coming through the
blocks at the mast foot when
they are loaded up.  The 58m²
self-tacking solent is rigged on
an optional electric furler, very
versatile when shorthanded.
Unfortunately the traveler is
not adjustable under load.
There was a slight sea on the
Caribbean, with a WSW wind
of 12-15 knots; the stability of
the 58 bravely disregards this
chop.  We missed having a gen-
naker as conditions would have
been ideal for one, but at 7-8
knots close-hauled our Leopard
wasn’t doing badly, and this



12 - The conventional passageway of our test boat.
13 - The new interior design of the 58.

14 - High quality faucets and plumbing in the bathrooms intended
for intensive charter use or for owners.

15 - Mechanical access is good, via a solid and stable stainless
ladder, here with the 100hp option with V-drive transmission.

TEST

Naval Architects: Simonis-Voogd
Builder : Robertson and Caine,  Cape Town, South Africa
Construction : Balsa sandwich/glass/polyester
Overall length: 17.56m
Waterline length : 16.50m
Beam: 8.45m
Light displacement: 24t
Displacement at half load: 28.5t
Bridgedeck clearance at half load: 0.98m
Mainsail area: 129m2
Self-tacking solent: 58m2
Gennaker : 220m2
Motors : 2x75hp saildrive (standard), 2x100hp (optional) with V-drive transmission
Fuel capacity: 900 liters
Freshwater capacity: 1500 liters
Mast height above the gooseneck: 20.80m (27m above the waterline)
Aluminium Sparcraft (South Africa) Mast section (1 set of spreaders): 340x205mm
Main options
- Yanmar motors 2x100hp + V-drive transmissions
- Bruntons three bladed folding propellers
- Bow thruster
- Raymarine electronics pack with autopilot
- Generator and ancillaries
- Air conditioning
- Electric sheet winch in addition to the standard
- 46” flat screen TV with Bose home video system
- 8x70w solar panels on the bimini
- Supplement for 6 electric WCs
- Watermaker 140l/h
- Code 0, bowsprit, fittings and running rigging
- Delivery to Cape Town
- Delivery to Florida
- Liferafts(2x8 man) 
- Total of options and equipment on the boat tested0
- Price of our test boat

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

would likely be improved by
a flat-top mainsail.  The
polar diagram supplied by
the naval architects is realis-
tic (thanks to readings taken
from our Garmin Quatis)
even if overall we remained
10% below the values
through inexperience of
handling this boat.  Inside,
the comfort is perfect and
the panorama crosses the
deck salon without dazzling.
The all-round view of the
surface from the flybridge
allows maneuvers for
coming alongside, as well
as under sail.

CONCLUSION 

Well canvassed (180m²
upwind), the 58 produces
an honest performance,
about average for this size,
but then it’s not a racing
boat.  Even so, there should
be no hesitating in deploy-
ing the code zero, the gen-
naker or the furling asym-

metric spi to maintain full
speed in light to moderate
conditions.  100hp motors
would be preferred, along
with the indispensable ad-
dition of three-bladed fol-
ding propellers (this was not
provided on ours); these
options deliver power,
torque….and reduced drag.
I liked the amazing view
from the flybridge, but was
aware that it diminished the
thrill a little.  Concerning the
interior benefits, the des-
igners’ imaginations have
taken control and it is possi-
ble to define your own
layout within the classic
options or the available
innovations.  The ability of
this catamaran to adapt to
the tastes of the buyer will
probably be the key to its
success.  It will have been
the first production boat
(and a 58’ at that) to popula-
rize the deck cabin, until
now the preserve of multi-
yachts of over 80’.
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The helm sta-
tion regroups 
the helm, the

instruments et
maneuvering

station.

On our test boat the
solent was rigged 
on an electric furler,
giving smoothness
and finesse to the
furling.

The 58m² solent is
rigged on a boom,
it is self tacking,
but being able to
adjust the stops
under load would 
be a plus.

The horizontal and 
vertical portlights are
elegant, they bring
good light into the
bathrooms. Flush-
mounted and integra-
ted into the recesses 
of the hull and with
opening hatches, they
contribute to the style
of the boat.

The control system for
the mainsail by block
and tackle is simple,

but the lengths 
needed to be hauled

in for gybing could 
be awkward.

The flybridge
houses a real 

little lounge bar
with fitted galley.

On the 58, the
famous 
forward cockpit has
become an open ter-
race for the 
forward cabin or
cabins: unique!

The topsides are
vertical in line
with current
trends, and
blend with the
sheerstrake,
lengthening 
the boat’s 
profile.

The large section 
aluminum mast

(340x205mm) is
equipped with a single

set of spreaders.
Access to the goose-
neck would be easier
with a bimini ladder.

The underwater hulls
are modern, the

waterline almost at
maximum, and the

bridgedeck clearance
generous at 98cm.
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� No mainsheet traveler - 
detrimental with 125m2
� No access to the top of the bimini
� No feedback from the helm 

� Innovative layout (with forward
cabins)
� Remarkable dining/galley space
� Good build quality



THE BACK STORY

Leopard Catamarans and
power catamarans: a combi-
nation which has been wor-
king really well for many
years now.  Clearly the
concept has got what it
takes to appeal to the
demanding customer who is
looking for a comfortable
platform for making the
most of life at an anchorage,
and also overcoming wea-
ther-related problems which
confound our beautiful sail-
boats!  For Leopard, who
work with The Moorings and

Sunsail charter companies,
it was logical that the yard
was looking to respond to
the requirements of this
new clientele by offering
comfortable, performance
power catamarans, which
are able to remain economi-
cal in terms of diesel so as
not to hit their budgets too
hard.  The current PowerCat
range is the fourth genera-
tion of motor catamarans
from the yard which, with
more than 150 boats laun-
ched, is without doubt one
of the most prolific builders
in this special sector.

Power catamarans have got the wind in their sails, and all
the big builders are now producing new models for an 
ever-increasing clientele, some coming from a sailing back-
ground, others motor boating.  With the all-new Leopard
43PC, fans are not going to be disappointed!

LEOPARD 43 PC

The flybridge is definitely one of the big features of the 43 PC:
comfort and space mean you can really enjoy this area as
much under way as at anchor.

�
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Over 22 knots top speed: the Leopard 43 PC knows how
to perform either swiftly or more relaxed, depending on
what the owner wants.

�

DISCOVERED
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The aft door vanishes, giving a single salon/cockpit area
and remarkable volume for a 43 footer.

�

The galley is located forward, with the door to port allo-
wing direct access to the foredeck while giving optimum
ventilation.

�

Volume, calmness and pleasure: the cabins on the 43 PC
are comfortable and light

�

� Fuel consumption is always going
to be too high if you let yourself get
carried away with the speed…

� Well finished, with modern and
functional interior
� Living space on board
� Performance under power

The Leopard power catamarans range centers around two
models, which allow for the majority of requirements to be
met, with the elegant, top of the range 51 footer, and the
all-new 43 footer.

GUIDED TOUR

This catamaran is most definitely a modern boat which is
both impressive on terms of living space on board - we
really like the volume of the cabins cleverly augmented by
the use of stepped hulls - and in terms of performance.  The
first sea trials of this Powercat drawn by Simonis-Voogd
Design gave a top speed of 22.7 knots, remaining relatively
restrained in terms of consumption.  With 1,000 liters of
diesel on board, the Leopard 43 PC offers a decent range
of over 1,200 miles at 7 knots and close to 2,400 miles at
5 knots.  Imagine setting off to discover the world, making
the most of the boating as well as the dream anchorages.
Since, on this point, the 43 footer from the South African
yard does rather well: the flybridge is especially well-equip-
ped with a grill, bar and really comfortable seating area.
Also on the 43 PC is the now standard passage from the
interior to the forward cockpit, making it easier for getting
around on board while creating optimum ventilation.
Inside, the bench seat and the table are located at the aft
of the salon, allowing for improved communication with the
aft cockpit.  These two spaces even become one, if the sli-
ding glazed door is opened right up.  We are now in the
“Open” mode…  Forward in the salon, the modern galley
offers spectacular views thanks to a second glazed window
and the door to the side which allows direct access to the
foredeck as well as the windlass.  This ingenious idea and
the meticulous design allow for an exceptional panoramic
view right around the boat, and make it easy to move
around on board and give an incredibly spacious living area.
As with all Leopard catamarans, both sail and motor, the
PowerCat 43 is offered in a 3-cabin owner’s version or with
4 double cabins, each equipped with its own bathroom, and
with the forepeaks able to be fitted out as cabins, as well
as being available for purchase through Moorings’ charter
management program.

SPECIFICATIONS

Yard: Leopard Catamarans
Builder: Robertson & Caine
Naval architect: Simonis Voogd Design
Length: 13 m
Waterline length: 12.44 m
Beam: 6.72 m
Draft: 0.94 m
Displacement: 11.7 t
Motors: 2 x 260 HP
Top speed: 23 knots
Diesel: 1,000 liters 
Fresh water: 780 liters

A WORD FROM FRANCK BAUGIL, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE
BOAT SALES DEPARTMENT

“The Leopard 43 PC represents a considerable step forward 
compared to the 39 PC.  This is the fourth generation of power
catamarans built in collaboration with the Robertson & Caine yard.
Since our first model was launched we have sought to improve 
our range by offering faster, strong boats, with good interior layouts
and a large flybridge.  The 43 PC is a natural progression from 
the 51 PC, a model already loved by private owners and 
charterers because Leopard’s power catamarans are now market
leaders on a global scale.”



After a remarkable break-
through in the late nine-

ties, the concept of a
“Power Cat” seems to be
running out of steam and

somewhat losing its 
identity.  Some builders

have carried on, 
even to the point of deve-
loping an active range, but

sales remain relatively
small.  Today we are

seeing a real revival: the
major players are coming

back with completely
redesigned models, new

players are appearing,
charterers and owners are
taking an active interest in

this developing sector.

Text: Philippe Echelle
Photos: Philippe Echelle and 

THE PARADOX OF 
THE ECONOMIC CRISIS

Their own qualities notwithstanding,
power multihulls represent an oppor-
tune niche in a market which is yet to
be fully explored.  This potential mar-
ket is generating specific interest in
the way it is evolving (albeit slowly)
within the sector.  The Power Cat is
offering a pertinent response to seve-
ral types of potential buyers:  ageing
yachtsmen, newcomers or defectors
from monohull powerboats and
enthusiasts from countries which
might not have a strong yachting tra-
dition such as parts of Asia or South
America.  The downside of this is that
these countries are often out of the
running when the demand from the
wealthy (sure, a small minority) keeps
on growing, and the price of oil is
attractive.

LEOPARD CATAMARANS
AND POWER MULTIHULLS

This South African industry leader, for
several years now one of the three
biggest multihull builders, produces a
range of power catamarans designed
by Morelli and Melvin: the 39 and the
47PC (see tests in Multihulls World
No. 117 and 122).  A builder acutely
aware of the evolution of charterers’
expectations, via their close links with
Moorings, Sunsail and Footloose and
their 27 worldwide destinations ser-
ved by hundreds of charter bases.  To
overhaul their range of power cats,
Leopard called on Alexander Simonis
to design a 51 footer!

MORE TECHNICALLY CHALLENGING

Before going aboard the all new
Leopard 51PC (a Moorings 514PC ver-
sion) for a little 2-day test cruise around
the enchanting BVIs, let’s try and

Much of the design of the 51PC was done using a digital towing tank. 
The results are convincing, even in a rough sea

Leopard 51 PC
An elegant and high performing 
51’ LEOPARD motor catamaran

TEST
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understand some of the technical aspects.  The general
design of the Power 51 takes much of its basis from the
Leopard 48 sailboat, with the exception of the hull, which
has been substantially modified to correspond with the
specific requirements of a power-driven vessel.
The layout, the lines, the bridgedeck clearance, the free-
board and the distance between the hulls of the Leopard
48 corresponded with the specifications required for the
51, but the hydrodynamics were going to have to be revisi-
ted if the boat was going to meet expectations.  The goal:
to build a modern motor catamaran, with accommodation
for 8 guests plus skipper, small enough to go in marinas,
capable of making offshore passages at an economical 10
knots, but being able to maintain a 15 knot cruising speed,
with a top speed of over 20!  Now there’s a challenge…

THE ALEXANDER SIMONIS EQUATION

For the 51PC, the equation which the architect had to
solve centered globally around six factors:  the trim, the
wetted surface, engine power, interaction of the waves
under the bridgedeck, optimization of the flow and the
aerodynamics.  The overall balance of the vessel is fun-
damental to the comfort and the performance, and it is
unthinkable to artificially compensate using trim adjus-
ters as on many monohulls.  The design of the 48’ sail-
boat had the necessary characteristics (fine, elevated
hulls and length), but it was designed to pushed along by
the wind from high up and central, and not by something
below the water and at the back!  So the rocking had to
be reduced, the hull extended by bringing the forefoot
down and lengthening the arch.  The reduction in wetted
area is achieved by there being no keels (a pair of protec-
tive skegs for the propellers has been added though).
The points on which Simonis-Voogd worked hardest were
transmitting the power and the dynamic balance, achie-

ved by adding a long arched tunnel to the original form.
The design of this part of the hull is complex, as the goals
of performance and handling behavior are imperative.
The tunnel houses the propeller and allows a reduction in
the angle of the shaft (around 8°), but also serves as a
dynamic accelerator, by channeling the flow of water.
Optimizing also meant a battle against turbulence in the
tunnel.  So we can see that we’re talking about a com-
pletely different hull than that of its 48’ sailing cousin…
Reducing wave resistance, fighting drag, optimizing flow
and trim is also (as it is with aviation) a question of fine
tuning (rudders, departure angle of the tunnel).  The des-
ign was done in partnership with the German division of
the digital towing tank, Numeca, used by the Oracle and
Emirates teams for their AC72s!  Aerodynamics haven’t
been left out either, also using this type of modeling. 

SOPHISTICATED ENGINES

The Moorings 514PC which we tested was fitted with
new 370 hp Yanmar 8LV motors.  These latest generation

1 - Fine hulls and good bridgedeck clearance give good dynamic qualities

2 - The long arches conceal the propeller tunnels and provide a real dynamic push by lengthening the waterline

3 - The lounge areas of the two cockpits and the flybridge are the Moorings/Leopard 51’s sociable areas

4 - The helm station is really comfortable and safe.  All that’s missing is a deflecting windshield

29



V8 lumps are managed by an electronic system which
includes a plug and play diagnostic tool.  These are 4.46
liter twin turbo V8s at 90°, whose heads have 4 valves per
cylinder, and common-rail injection systems.  The high
output alternators produce 180A at 12V.  These recently
released motors have generated great reports from our
colleagues who specialize in motorboats, and the reviews
of users seem to be equally positive.  Yanmar’s innovative
design has resulted in an engine which is compact and
light (530kg), and produces little noise and low emissions.

A REMARKABLE USE OF SPACE

Everything is big aboard the Leopard/Moorings 51.
Accessing the cockpit by the aft is made easier by exten-
sions to the sugar scoops, and it opens up into a particu-
larly welcoming outdoor double lounge space.  The tradi-
tional cockpit with table, totally reworked flybridge (com-
pared to the 47PC) leads to a real deck salon with lounger,
relaxing sofa and large table next to the helm station.  A
galley area with barbecue, fridge and sink is cleverly inte-
grated, and safety is ensured by a stainless steel tubular
guardrail and numerous handholds.   This marine terrace
has a great convivial advantage.  The solid structure can be
entirely enclosed by fabric screens - a perfect solution for
an anchorage, though I would be a bit concerned about the
windage when under way.  A rigid wind deflector at the
front might be useful.  Inside, Leopard Catamarans have
radically evolved the style, abandoning the cherry cabine-
try in favor of a more fashionable, contemporary design.
Very light white oak paneling has replaced the traditional
woodwork, creating a tasteful light urban chic appearance,
which suits the boat well.  The L-shaped galley is functio-
nal, practical and easy to clean.  A traditional oven, three-
burner hob and a microwave should enable the cook to

satisfy a hungry crew.  Stowage is effective and plentiful,
though on the model we tested didn’t seem to have any
provision for being closed up in rough conditions.  The for-
ward cockpit, which is accessible from inside, picks up on
the design of the 48, with all the same advantages we
saw on that model.  The standard of the cabins (4 on our
test boat, aimed at the charter market) is indisputable, and
the ergonomics of the hulls on this version, which has four
bathrooms, is a real accomplishment.

SEA TRIAL: 80 MILES AROUND 
THE SIR FRANCIS DRAKE CHANNEL (BVI)

Landing at Tortola, coming from Miami via Puerto Rico,
immediately put us in the right mood.  After overflying the
Bahamas (magical!) the runway at the little airport at Beef
Island seemed to be floating in the lagoon.  I’m going to
discover the Leopard in its Moorings 514 PC version in
the perfect surroundings!  The boat, chilled by air condi-
tioning, gets us gently acclimatized, and we soon head off
for Cooper Island, our first Caribbean pirate anchorage
(abandoned by the Spanish who first discovered them,
the BVI became the choice of English, Dutch and French
pirates).  Twenty-five knots of tradewind blowing across a
rough sea, with scattered squalls and going into a good
chop would be a good testing ground.  Before letting me
take the helm, our skipper pushed the throttles hard
down, and we picked up to sixteen knots in an all-out
assault on the Sir Francis Drake Channel.  This first run
gave a good impression of the boat’s agility.  Despite its
reasonable size (for a power multihull), the 514PC rode
the wave train without ever slamming.  The absence of
pitching and rolling in these choppy conditions was a real
revelation.  The ease with which we reached the quiet (in
April) spot of Salt Island meant that we had earned a
swim, before stopping at the beautiful Cooper Island to
check out the conch fritters, and then heading off to go
round Virgin Gorda.  The 20 miles we had to make straight
into the force 5-6 tradewind would without doubt have rai-
sed a few issues on a sailboat of the same size!  We tack-
led the strongest conditions of this trip with generous
amount of throttle.  At 18 knots, under the lee of the nor-
thern end of Cooper Island, the 51 performed like a magic
carpet.  Off Spanish Town we turned and headed nor-
theast, straight into the wind in the narrowest part of the
channel, which kicked up a short, one and a half meter
sea.  Looking for the best compromise between speed
and comfort, I found the perfect equilibrium at about 11 knots.

TEST
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5- The aft cockpit, with flybridge above, is very 
open to the salon and the galley, making it a perfect
outdoor dining area
6 - The forward cockpit, accessible from the salon,
makes a great marine patio!
7 - Leopard’s new “urban chic” style
8 - With carefully designed light, and panoramic
view, the salon offers direct access to two cockpits!
9 - The salon seats eight around a table made for
food-lovers 
10 - Light, space, natural (or air-conditioned) 
ventilation, direct access to the bathroom:  
luxury in 50 foot motorboat.
11 - A great layout, with 4 cabins and 4 generous
bathrooms

Our “fast” cat had (already!) got us to the entrance of the
big lagoon of Gorda Sound (at the northern end of Virgin
Gorda), where we had a coffee off the Bitter End Yacht
Club (there are very few areas where anchoring is per-
mitted in the BVI).  Riding into these tradewinds really
showed off the 51’s dynamic qualities, its balanced trim
and passage-making ability.  Those coming across from
sailboats will appreciate the power which they have in
reserve, and the high speeds they can achieve, and will
set the revs to suit their needs, while the feeling of sta-
bility on this cat will convince anyone who has bad
memories of similar-sized, single-hulled powerboats.
After sampling the traditional painkiller (local worry-killer
more like!), we enjoyed a very comfortable night (the
boat being kept at a perfect temperature thanks to the air
conditioning, powered by the almost inaudible genera-
tor!)  The photo shoot the following morning had us hea-
ding over to the reef off Mosquito Island, where our shal-

low one meter draft and the cat’s excellent maneuverabi-
lity worked wonders.  Offshore, the trades were kicking
up a sea, right on our track.  The trip down to the legen-
dary anchorage at The Baths, at the southern end of Virgin
Gorda, gave us the opportunity to test the speed to the
governed limits (500 rpm under the maximum possible
for this boat destined for the charter market).  The 514PC
showed off another of its talents by skimming along at 19
to 20 knots with surprising ease.  This highlighted the
work which has gone into the design, the importance of
the right choice of motors, and the careful consideration
given to their installation: no annoying vibration, a per-
fectly acceptable level of engine noise inside, almost
inaudible from the flybridge, as well as the ability to slip
through the waves leaving a smooth wake.  After a final
crossing of the Drake Channel, we tied the 51 up at the
charming marina at Village Cay for lunch, before making
the most of a final and exciting surfing trip where, carried

Leopard 51 PC / Moorings 514 PC
The catamaran which we tested is the version specially prepared for

Moorings by Leopard Catamarans.  The Moorings 514PC is available 
for charter at many of their bases around the world, but is also available 

for purchase through the company’s charter management program.
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along by longer waves, we hit 21 knots on seve-
ral occasions (the unrestricted version is capable
of 25 knots).

CONCLUSION

Simonis-Voogd Yacht Design and Leopard
Catamarans have come up with a winning design
with the 51PC, and its production constitutes a
real success.  Perfectly suited to coastal cruising,
or discovering an island chain at whatever lati-
tude, it is also capable of more serious passage-
making at a moderate speed.  While this power-
cat might not be aimed at the serious expedition 
market, it is very seaworthy and is great for com-
pany.

A WORD FROM THE ARCHITECT
To truly create an efficient power
catamaran we embarked on a 6
month CFD (computational Fluid
Dynamics) program with the German
firm Numeca which uses the soft-
ware by the same name which was
also key to the success of Team
Oracle in the last America's Cup.
Simonis Voogd Yacht Design has been actively
developing power catamarans for the last 10 years
and the data accumulated out of those designs 
was used to refine the numerical models for 
the new Leopard. The goal was to find a solution to
the sensitive trim problem associated with power
driven multihulls. By finding a solution to keep a
minimal trim angle through the speed range of the
yacht, the driving efficiency can be greatly enhan-
ced. By doing a large number of computer runs
with small variations we managed to find a highly
efficient solution and the result is a set of hulls with
good sea keeping characteristics and excellent
tracking with very little slamming as result of redu-
ced pitching motion. The new Leopard 51 PC is
large stepforward in the development of power
catamarans and truly represents current cutting
edge research and technology.
Alexander Simonis 

� 1,500 rpm at 8,5 knots, 6 l/h per motor making 12,5 l/h
� 2,000 rpm at 10 knots, 11,5l/h per motor making 23 l/h
� 2,400 rpm at 15 knots, 22 l/h per motor making 44 l/h
� 3,300 rpm at 18 knots, 40 l/h per motor making 80 l/h
� 3,500 rpm at 20 knots, 45 l/h per motor making 90l/h

Max speed 21 knots in a following sea, 18.5 knots in flat water.

Fuel consumption during our two day test: 80 US gallons or 302 liters

With a displacement of around 19.5 tonnes, the following results were 
GPS-checked (using a Garmin Quatix watch)

12 - The superb Yanmar V8 motors are easily accessible (hatches on hydraulic
rams), 
and their location further forward contributes to the boat’s trim under way
13 - The hydraulic platform enables a large dinghy to be dropped in the water, and 
then transforms into a bathing platform.  But its weight, cost and complicated
mechanism warrant a bit of thought

TEST

Architect: Simonis-Voogd Yacht Design
Builder: Leopard catamarans
Length: 15.54 meters
Waterline length: 14.96 meters
Beam: 7.64 meters
Draft: 0.98 meters
Displacement: 19.4t/23.6t
Diesel: 1,500 liters
Water: 1,000 liters
Motors on the version tested: 2X370 hp Yanmar V8LV
Transmission: prop shafts
Basic price: US$ 698,000 / €552,700 excluding taxes

Main options (excluding tax)

• Full Raymarine electronics pack
• “Comfort” electrical pack
• Fusion sound system throughout the boat
• Northern Lights 9kw generator
• 40,000BTU aircon
• 2X70w solar panels
• Electric bbq and fridge on the flybridge
• Fabric enclosure for helm station
• Exterior upholstery
• Synthetic teak covering for exterior deck
• Hydraulic bathing platform / dinghy support
• 2 sets of ground tackle and fenders
• Commissioning and shipping to Europe or Florida + safety equipment

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
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The handrails provide
great security

The flybridge makes an extremely nice marine 
terrace, but a deflecting wind-shield for the helm 
station would be useful

The fabric screens allow you to
completely enclose the flybridge:

perfect at anchor!

The hydraulic platform
(which supports the 
dinghy) seems heavy 
and complicated

The finesse of the bows and the balance of the hulls
produces a very steady wave-piercing effect

The forward cockpit
inherited from the 48
integrates perfectly
into the design

The overall lines are 
pleasant, and the volume
inside the coachroof is 

The outdoor
galley fitted

with an 
electric 

barbecue is bril-
liant

The elegant hulls of the 48
have seen their underwater
area significantly modified,
giving a totally different hull
form

The long arches integrate
into the propeller tunnels
and give the 51 a lot of its
dynamic qualities
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� Fabric flybridge enclosures not so great
� Optional hydraulic bathing platform is cumbersome and complicated
� Door and drawer catches inadequate

� Dynamic qualities
� Successful design
� Great for living aboard



THE LEOPARD 40 IS AVAILABLE WITHIN 
THE YACHT OWNERSHIP PROGRAM !

INTELLIGENT YACHT OWNERSHIP
Do what you love, sail where you want, and own with the best through the Island 
Cruising 

Island Cruising offers an opportunity for you to own your yacht in some of the 
world’s most beautiful destinations, and enjoy the use of your yacht or a sister ship 
in any of our worldwide Sunsail bases up to 2 weeks a year!

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION





The Leopard Catamarans range is available within our Yacht Ownership program ! 

Use your yacht as much as you want to

Up to 2 weeks of sailing each year on your yacht or a sistership

Professional maintenance includedProfessional maintenance included

CONTACT US TO 
ARRANGE A SEA TRIAL !

#1 in the World

Contact us now for more information:

LARRY  Cell   - (250) 415-2126

A PIECE O F  PARADISEto call your ownEtA PIECE ARADISllOF Pto call yoARADISOF P SEour ownSE

#1 in the WorldWWo

The Leopard Catamarans range is available within our YThe Leopard Catamarans range is available within our Yachailable within our YYa

As an Isdland Cruising owner, you receive the , you receive the following benefits:, you receive the 
following benefits:  

acht Ownership program ! acht Ownership program ! 

CONT
ARRANGE A SEA TRIAL !

ACT US TOONTTA
ARRANGE A SEA TRIAL !

ACT US TO 
ARRANGE A SEA TRIAL !




